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                    FRAMES IN HOT WEATHER

Working in the frame room during the summer months has, partly due to the increased amount of equipment being fitted, become much more uncomfortable. After many complaints the safety committee bought thermometers and placed them in some of the busier exchanges to ascertain what the temperatures are.

There is no upper temperature limit in the work place but the regulations do say that he working environment should be comfortable.
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Where high temperatures and humidity exist and windows cannot be opened the manager should make arrangements to provide a floor mounted fan for each person working for more than 1 hour and working less than 5mts from then next person or provide temporary cooling equipment to lower the temperature and humidity. He/she should also provide a rest break in a ventilated area of 10mins duration every hour with cold water available. Where cooling cannot be provided flexible working hours should be offered, early starts or late finish may be an option. It states in the Openreach “working on Frames: Hot weather arrangements” documentation that shorts or sleeveless tee shirts are not suitable clothing for frames activities and safety footwear should always be worn. 
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Your local union safety reps have put the thermometers and charts close to the MDF and it would be very helpful if you could, please, fill in these charts so temperatures can be monitored throughout the year. It will give us very clear indication as to how bad the problem is throughout our Branch area. Plus it will give us hard evidence to take to Openreach.

Please remember unmanned frames do not need as much cooling and are defined as where attendance is less than 4hrs per day.

Where natural ventilation is not available through windows that can be opened then a fan/filter unit should be provided

PLEASE report any heat problem to your manager and your union safety reps

REMEMBER your health and safety is important.
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Contacts: 
Steve Awcock 
07802 231036, 
Brighton Office 

01273 565771
George Hannah 
07802 231134

Tunbridge Wells Office
01892 522948
Nick Smith 

01892 522948 


